
NEWS BRIEF

NEWS BRIEFs are produced and 
distributed by the Lone Lake 
Property Owners Association for 
its members and friends.  Please 
visit our web site at 
www.lonelake.org or our 
Facebook page at Lone Lake 
POA. 

Shorts  

LLPOA Annual Meeting and 
Potluck, Sat., July 25. At the 
Preiner storage facility at 30353 
Oak Avenue.  Set up and games 
start at 10:45 a.m. Lunch starts 
around 11:20 a.m. “Northwoods 
Niche” presentation is at noon 
followed by the LLPOA business 
meeting.  The event will end at 
about 1:30 p.m. This is your 
LLPOA business meeting, and a 
time for socializing, games, 
good food and fun.  

Potluck lunch: If your last name 
begins with A-H please bring 
hot dishes or sides; I-O 
desserts; and P-Z salads. 

“Northwoods Niche” presentation 
by the Audubon Center of the 
Northwoods features appearances 
of inhabitants of a northwoods 
eco-system including an owl, 
porcupine and more animals! 

A Festive July 4th on Lone Lake

From boat and dock-decorating 
competitions…to the Lone Lake 
Triathlon…to fireworks…the 4th delivered 
something for everyone at the lake.  We’ve 
got lots more pictures on Facebook. 
Search for Lone Lake POA. Like us!

July 4th Parade winners: Best dock: Liz and Shaun Hawkinson (Lot 27); Best 
pontoon: Dianne and Walt Weisser; Best speedboat: Melissa and Curt Mann. 

Twenty people took part in this year’s Lone Lake Triathlon on July 4th. Here are the 
winners: Men: 1st John Rafferty, 2nd Aaron Ray, 3rd Marc Timberman. Women: 1st 
Hudson VanSlooten, 2nd Karin Ray, 3rd Ellie Sachse. Team winners: Randy 
Matthes, Barb Lawson and Jared Zacharias.

President’s 
Note on 
Page 2
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Annual meeting ahead: Is 
it time for you to step up?

Steve Frazier - LLPOA President

The next big association event is the LLPOA 
Annual Meeting & Pot Luck on Sat., July 25 at the Preiner’s 
storage facility, 30353 Oak St. starting with games and set-up at 
10:45 a.m.  We truly hope you will come and enjoy a few hours 
with friends, and cast your vote on board business and elections."

Up for election this year are all officers and two director positions.  
The current officers that have indicated that they will serve 
another term are Steve Frazier – President, Karen Frazier-
Treasurer, Jennifer O’Neill-Communications, and Bev Napurski-
Director & Website/Social Media.  However, we are currently 
without a secretary and have one open director position.  "

This is a great time to step forward.  "

The secretary participates in board meetings and events, takes 
meeting notes (usually five meetings per year), and keeps the 
association’s historical records.  The person serving in a director’s 
position takes part in board meetings, shares in tasks that are not 
covered by team leaders, and attends association events. Please 
contact sfrazier@usjet.net to place your name in nomination as we 
all work to preserve and protect Lone Lake for the future!  We’ll 
talk again later, Steve Frazier, LLPOA President."

Loon Update

Note July 12 from Dianne and 
Walt Weisser, Lone Lake loon 
watchers, and keepers of the loon 
nest platform:  

“Not sure if you were 
aware, but 
Humphreys called 
to say the loons had 
been off the nest a 

couple of days.  He said 
they left on Saturday, which was the 
week before the 4th.  Bob and Bert 
Kosloski went by pontoon and saw 
eggs shells and a small dead baby 
chick, very tiny.  The following day 
Walt called the DNR.  Walt and Bob 
went back and removed the nest. 
 The egg shells were gone, but they 
retrieved what appeared to be the 
tiny chick.  We froze it and Walt 
dropped it off at the DNR.  Will wait 
to see if they are able to get any 
viable samples from the chick that 
may determine what happened.” 

Stand up for Butterflies

We all know and love the beautiful 
orange and black monarch 
butterfly.  This pretty insect, 
actually Minnesota’s state butterfly, 
is dying off.  In the immediate 
term, eliminate pesticide use 
(including the purchase of 
bedding plants and annuals 
treated with pesticides/herbicides) 
and plant milkweed—monarch 
caterpillars must have it for food.  
Also, check out EPA’s risk 
assessment and opportunity to 
comment—due July 24.  http://
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/
FR-2015-06-24/html/

Start seeing small craft on lake

Every summer people ditch the motor for non-motorized 
watercraft: kayaks, canoes and/or paddleboards. Be aware of these 
craft — they cannot move quickly and possess the right of way. "

Non-motorized craft over 10’ require registration in Minnesota.  A 
U.S. Coast Guard-approved wearable life jacket is required for each 
person on board a watercraft, and children under 10 years old are 
required to wear a life jacket. "

For safety sake, paddle with a friend. Safety increases with numbers. 
Wear bright clothes, carry a whistle and a white light. Have fun!
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Tanner Sachse is one of the 
DNR-certified inspectors hired 
by Aitkin County whose job it 
is to inform boaters about 
aquatic invasive species and 
what boaters must do to clean, 
dry and drain their craft to 
prevent its spread.  Tanner, 18, 
son of Diane and Rick Sachse, 
has spent many of his 
summers with his family on 
Lone Lake. A 2015 
Moundsview High School 
graduate, he heads to 
Montana State in the fall, 
where he plans to major in 
Mechanical Engineering. 
Tanner says doing boat 
inspections “is going to make 
a difference.  When you see 
someone checking their boat, 
they are more conscientious. I 
like keeping our lake clean for 
fishing and stuff.” 

One of our own….
By Linda Szymanski, AIS Team Leader"

This has been an interesting and innovative year for Lone Lake and 
the AIS Inspection Program.  Here are some of the highlights:"

1.Lone Lake qualified for a grant from the county to conduct AIS 
inspections each weekend from the Fishing Opener through Labor 
Day.  Our one qualifying event is Lone Lake needed to conduct 25% 
of the county time though in-kind inspections.  Since we already 
have an inspection program on holiday weekends, this was an 
achievable task.  The program is going well and owners have 
commented on the great job the inspectors are doing at the access.  
We eagerly wait on statistics from the results of these inspections 
and will share the results as soon as they become available."

2.For Memorial Weekend, AIS coverage was 92.9% versus 64.3% last 
year.  Weather the Monday or Memorial Weekend was rained out 
and there was so little activity on the lake that day, we pulled the 
inspectors on Monday.  Even with pulling inspectors, the team 
conducted 31 inspections versus 30 the previous year. "

3.The July 4th weekend was wonderful and the AIS team did a great 
job.  Coverage for the weekend was 80%, with only two open shifts.  
Last year the lake hired an intern to cover on the 4th and this year 
the county covered this shift.  The team conducted 81 inspections 
versus 99 inspections last year.  This is a result of the holiday 
calendar shift."

4.In July Lone Lake will be participating in a Veliger testing program 
along with nine other Lakes in the county.  Veliger’s are the larval 
form of zebra mussels.  This is an early sampling program to test if 
lakes may be infested with zebra mussels.  "

5.We still have three open shifts on Labor Day weekend, two on 
Saturday and one on Sunday.  We are looking for volunteers to fill 
these slots.  Contact Linda Szymanski at ljsatthecabin@msn.com if 
you are willing to volunteer.  "

Aquatic Invasive Species Update

With grant more boats get 
aquatic hitchhiker checks
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How to improve Lone’s fishery? Keep shoreline natural 

By Marty Cook"

A few years ago, my wife and I had the 
good fortune to be relocated to England 
for a couple of years.  While we were 
gone, nobody did anything to our 
shoreline and nature had a chance to 
take back our shoreline along the lake.  
When I got home permanently, I was 
horrified to see how the shoreline had 
changed.  No longer was it the nice 
riprap rocks melting into soft pure 
sands.  In their place were willow trees 
growing out of the lake, lots and lots of 
decaying materials washing against the 
rocks and the branches…well, you get 
the picture…nature had made a valiant 
attempt to reclaim our shoreline!  "

So what did I do?  I set about reclaiming 
my nice neat little beach and dock area.  
I pulled out all the growing things, 
cleaned out all the natural debris and 
made it look nice again.  While I was 
doing my cleanup, I couldn’t help but notice the myriad of little creatures that occupied the space.  There 
were small fish, frogs, crawdads, dragonfly larvae and LOTS of other squiggly things and bugs within two 
feet of shore.  Go down there today and, guess what…..they’re all gone….simply because I took away their 
natural habitat.  I tell you this not to provide an opportunity for public flogging but rather to let you 
know that I think in our quest for a nice pristine shoreline, we’re doing our non-human fellow inhabitants 
a large disservice.   Without the proper habitat, there’s no place for these food chain dependent creatures 
to go….and with THEM, go the fish of all species.  "

I recently visited with the local DNR and got an update on the latest fish survey done June 15-18.  I 
reported about it in the last newsletter.  You can read all about what they found in that newsletter, but 
here’s the gist of it.  Since the mid 80’s our fish population has been on the decline…all species…bass, pan 
fish, crappies, walleyes and northern pike.  Although not so easy to detect, the graph on the next page 
shows the story."

So what can be done about it?  Well, there are a number of things that can be done, but one of the biggest 
things we can do is to restore the shorelines to their more natural state…or simply let Mother Nature do 
it for us…albeit it will take longer. (Go to pg 5)"

One of the best ways to improve our fishery is to restore our 
shorelines to a more natural state, which will create habitat for 
insects that fish love to eat, provide cover for young and spawning 
fish, and act as a natural filter for silt and debris. 
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How to improve fishery…

Jack Skrypek, retired DNR Fisheries chief puts it this way, “I believe that one of the primary reasons that 
fishing has declined on many lakes is because of alterations to lakeshore habitat by shoreline property 
owners.”  Shoreline habitat is essential to a strong and vibrant ecosystem in a lake.  Native vegetation, 
bottom materials, and natural debris play essential roles in the lifecycles of fish and other shoreline wildlife.  
Shoreline alterations can damage or destroy these habitat components (just like my uneducated actions 
did) and sever essential strands in the ecosystem web.  As a result, the ecosystem is weakened, wildlife 
move elsewhere and fish populations decline."

Here are a few tips for preserving (and perhaps even improving?) Lone Lake’s fish and wildlife populations:"

Share the Beach:  If you have 100’ of shoreline, consider reverting 75’ back to its natural condition (or let 
it go wild on its own) while keeping 25’ for boats, dock and swimming areas."

Provide Buffer Strips: You can have a nice yard/lawn and still keep the lake populations flourishing by 
restoring the last 30 feet or so down to the lake in natural grasses, shrubs and native trees.  You can still 
have a nice lawn near your house or cabin while providing habitat for songbirds, ducks, butterflies and 
other wildlife."

Leave Fallen Trees:  Sometimes called “Coarse Woody Habitat,” such habitat is important to fish and 
wildlife…especially fish.  The wood provides a place for algae production that is a food source for many 
invertebrate creatures needed in the food chain AND (get this) it provides a natural filtering system for 
cleaner water!  It also provides cover for spawning and younger juvenile fish.  Ask any fisherperson if they 
can catch fish around fallen trees and stumps….and they’ll all give you a resounding YES!   Such debris also 
provides a natural barrier to wind and rain erosion that dumps many unwanted chemicals into our lake.  
Wave action and boat wakes stir up sediment, causing the lake water to become murky.  If sunlight cannot 
penetrate the cloudy water, many healthy and vibrant lakes can begin to become less desirable…..and as you 
know…our water quality is one of the most attractive features of Lone Lake!"

Watch Out for Washouts and Sand Deposits:  NATURAL bottom material, called substrate, is used 
by all the elements of the food chain and ecosystem.  Changing it by adding sand or other non-natural 
elements WILL decrease fish populations.  Walleyes use natural rocky, gravel shorelines for breeding and 
spawning.  If unnatural debris washes into the lake, then these breeding grounds and nurseries WILL 
disappear…..and the fish will too.   Fix washouts right away…and don’t add sand to the bottom. (Go to pg 6) "

!!
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How to 
improve 
fishery… 

Understand and 
Protect the 
Watershed:  Lone 
Lake is a basin that 
collects water from 
the surrounding 
landscape that is 
called a watershed.  
Pollutants and 
eroding soil can easily 
end up in our lake.  
For Lone Lake to stay 
healthy we all have to 
be aware and 

concerned about what is happening to the watershed around us.  
Logging, farming, livestock grazing and development can affect our 
lake’s watershed.  Our lake association works hard to protect our 
watershed.  When degrading activities occur we need to call upon all 
the resources at our disposal to find a good solution that allows 
growth in our region and also protects our watershed.  Keep a keen 
eye on what’s going on around your part of the lake and watershed 
and if you’re in doubt, call the DNR or talk to one of your 
representatives on the Lone Lake Property Owners Association."

Every two years the DNR adds almost 500 pounds (496 pounds to 
be exact) of walleye fry and fingerlings to Lone Lake.  Yet, the 
population does not increase.  Could it be, at least to some degree, 
due to what we’ve unintentionally done to the lake?  For me, I 
KNOW I did damage to the lake when I cleaned out what mother 
nature put there to keep the ecosystem in balance and productive.  
It won’t happen again on my property!  Sorry mother nature…my 
bad!"

To keep Lone Lake safe from the 
spread of invasive species 
remember to “Clean-Drain-Dry”: 

Clean—inspect closely and 
remove all plants, animals, and 
mud (it is the law) 

Drain—drain spaces or items that 
can hold water (it is the law) 

Dry—dry boats for five days or 
more before launching in other 
waters (recommended) 

DID YOU KNOW? 

In Minnesota is it illegal to: 

• Transport watercraft without the 
drain plug removed. 

• Arrive at lake access with drain 
plug in place. 

• Transport aquatic plants, zebra 
mussels, or other prohibited 
species, whether dead or alive. 

• Launch watercraft with 
prohibited species attached. 

• Transport water from Minnesota 
lakes or rivers. 

• Release live bait into the water. 

All DNR-trained watercraft 
inspectors stationed around the 
state are authorized to help 
ensure boats and trailers are 
clean and free of AIS before 
entering or leaving a lake, river or 
other body of water. Whether 
they work for the DNR, or for a 
county or other local unit of 
government, inspectors are there 
to help make sure boaters are not 
in violation of AIS laws and 
protect our lakes and rivers. 
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Lone Lake Property 
Owners Association 
Board of Directors 

Steve Frazier – President "

Open – Secretary – Association History 

Karen Frazier – Treasurer – Membership"

Jennifer O’Neill – Communications Director"

Bev Napurski – Director – Website 
Coordinator – Facebook"

Bob Kosloski – Director"

Open – Director 

David Scott – Water Quality Team Leader– 
ACLARA Rep."

David Wilke – Land Use and Zoning Team 
Leader"

Marty Cook – Fisheries and Wildlife Team 
Leader"

Linda Szymanski – AIS Team Leader & 
Inspection Coordinator"

LLPOA P.O. Box 10, Aitkin, MN 56431 "

Visit our website at: www.lonelake.org  Feel 
free to email us at lonelakepoa@gmail.com or 
like us on Facebook.com/lonelakepoa."

!
You can post your Lone Lake photos, 
share stories, and even leave “lost 
and found” notes on our Facebook 
page.  facebook.com/lonelakepoa
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 2015 Program Calendar	
 	
 	
 	

The Lone Lake Property Owners Association invites you to take part in all of the activities planned for 
the summer of 2015.  The association is also seeking member participation to help with our programs, 
projects and teams.  Together we can preserve and protect our beautiful lake and also have fun as a lake 
community.  Listed below are this year’s events:	
!

May 8-10th	
 Opening of Fishing Inspections DNR AIS Inspectors at the Public Access. 	
!
May 9th 	
 Spring Road Cleanup – Coffee and Rolls on Saturday, May 9th at 9 a.m. at the beach.	
!
May 22-25th 	
 Memorial Weekend Boat LLPOA AIS Inspections at Public Access	
!
May 25th 	
 2014 LLPOA Membership Drive begins with Memorial Day Weekend	
!
May 30th 	
 DNR Boat Inspection Training and Certification on Saturday, May 30th, starting at 9AM at 

the Hazelton Township Hall.  Pre-registration is required.  Contact Walt Weisser at 218.927.3214 
or dwonlone@gmail.com to register.  Certification is good for three years. 	
!

June 6th 	
 LLPOA Retention Pond and Hillside Planting of wet-meadow plants, wildflowers, shrubs and 
seedlings on June 6, 2015 at 8 a.m. until completion at 297th Lane.. All invited. 	
!

June 13th  	
 The Future of Lone Lake Planning Session – Location Preiner’s storage facility at 30353 Oak 
Ave.  9:00-12:00 – Lunch served.	
!

June 20th  	
 Rivers and Lakes Fair – Aitkin High School on Saturday, June 20th from 9:00 to 2:00.	
!
July 3-5th	
 Independence Weekend Boat LLPOA Volunteer Inspections at Public Access	

	
 	


July 4th   	
 Annual Boat Parade – Meet on Saturday, July 4th at 12:00 noon at the Public Access Bay for 
the parade of pontoons, runabouts and dock contests. – Post your Lot # on the front of your boat 
and/or dock.	


July  4th  	
 Lone Lake Triathlon – Saturday, July 4th with a Starting Time at 8:30 am at the Swimming 
Beach.   No prior registration required and teams of 2 & 3 are welcome.	
 	
!

July 25th 	
 Annual Picnic and Meeting – Saturday, July 25th at 10:45 at the Preiner storage facility at 
30353 Oak Avenue.  Look for the LLPOA Sign! 	
!

Sept.  4-7th    Labor Day Weekend AIS Volunteer Boat Inspections at Public Access	
!
Sept. 12th 	
 Fall Road Cleanup – Meet on Saturday, September 12th at 9 a.m. at the Swimming Beach.	
!
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!
2015 LLPOA MEMBERSHIP FORM !

Please fill out this form completely so that we can verify our records and include it with a $25 check, 
payable to the LLPOA.  The membership form and dues may be given to the membership volunteer, at the 
Annual Meeting or mailed to the LLPOA, P.O. Box 10, Aitkin, MN 56431.  Your check will serve as your 
receipt.  Dues run from January 1st to December 31st.  Thank you. !
  We have already confirmed and/or updated our contact information for the Lone Lake Roster !
Print Name(s)_____________________________________________Lot(s) ______ !
Address:_____________________________________________________________ !
City ________________________________ State ____________Zip ___________  !
Lake Address_____________________________________ Aitkin, MN 56431 !
Home Phone______________ Lake Phone ______________ Cell  
Phone(s)______________ Email Address_______________________________________ !

I am/ we are making an additional Tax Deductible Donation of ___________ to be used for the Aquatic 
Invasive Species Education, Prevention and Treatment Fund. !
I am/ we are willing to work a 3-hour shift at the Public Access to inspect for aquatic invasive species 
on  ___Opening of Fishing Weekend, ___Memorial Day weekend, ___4th of July Weekend, ___Labor 
Day Weekend.   (We will contact you to pick a shift!) !
____I cannot do the inspection but am willing to donate $45 to hire someone to do my shift. !
I/we would like to get more involved in the LLPOA.  Please check areas of interest:  !

 ___ Serve on LLPOA Board                           ___ Lake Management Plan Team (5 hrs.) 
 ___ Water Quality Team (5 Hours)                          ___ Lake Monitoring Team (10 Hours)   

___Invasive Species Team (5 Hours)   ___ Water Surface Use Team (5 Hours)                               
___ Land Use & Zoning Team (5 Hours)  ___ Public Access Team (5 Hours)                             
___ Birdhouse Kit Team (3 Hours)   ___ Aquatic Vegetation Team (5 Hours) 
___ Culvert Monitoring  (5 Hours)        ___ Loon Nest Team (5 Hours)                                                                                     
___ Wildlife Management Team   (5 Hours)  ___ History Team (5 Hours) 

 ___ Short Term Special Project/Event (3 Hours) ___ Membership Drive Team (3 Hours) 
 ___ Boat Inspection (3 Hours)   ___ Fall Road Cleanup (2 Hours) 
 ___ Sing with the Lone Lake Singers (5 Hours) ___  Other_______________________ !
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