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NEWS BRIEF
Independence Day fun starts 
with Saturday boat parade 

Steve Frazier - LLPOA President

Hi Lone Lakers,

Unbelievable! The 4th of July is right around the corner. The LLPOA 
Board of Directors wishes you a wonderful Independence Day weekend 
on Lone Lake. 

Several activities are planned: 

• Boat parade on Saturday, June 30 at noon. Boats should start at the 
public boat launch

• Lone Lake Triathlon on Tuesday, July 4 at 8:30 a.m.Meet at the 
swimming beach. No pre-registration

• Boat inspections at the public boat launch Friday through Tuesday, 
conducted by Aitkin County AIS boat inspectors.

• And…down the road…on Saturday, July 22 the LLPOA Annual Meeting 
and Potluck

We are holding the boat parade on Saturday to take advantage of the 
time in which most members will be having events and company at their 
cabins.  Bob and Bobby Kosloski will judge and snap photos of festivities.  
Entrants can win in three categories:  Best decorated pontoon, best 
decorated speedboat and best decorated dock.  We will engrave your 
name on the traveling trophy for that category and you can keep it for 
the year for bragging rights! And don’t forget to come down to your dock 
to watch and catch the goodies.

The Lone Lake Mini-Triathlon organized by the VanSlooten families and 
sponsored by LLPOA starts at swimming beach at 8:30 a.m.  Participants 
can join as a team or do the swim, bike and run events (go to page 2)

UPCOMING EVENTS

LLPOA ANNUAL MEETING & 
POTLUCK 

Saturday, July 22 at 11 a.m. at 
Preiner’s storage facility at 30353 
Oak Avenue.  Look for the LLPOA 
sign.  This year’s speaker is Chris 
Perrine of Mille Lacs Energy 
Cooperative. He will speak about 
the co-op’s guidelines for 
planting and removal of trees 
under power-lines. This essential 
meeting is designed to inform 
members on power-line tree 
work, which starts later this 
summer.  Watch the next 
newsletter for more meeting 
details; a postcard reminder will 
also be sent to you.  

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE WRAPS UP 

Membership volunteers began 
pounding the pavement over 
Memorial Day weekend asking 
people to become lake 
association members this year.  If 
you did not connect with a 
volunteer, please fill out the form 
on page 7 and send in your 
check. Your dollars help us run 
LLPOA, put on workshops, and 
keep people informed. Consider 
making an additional donation to 
support  the aquatic invasive 
species program. 
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President’s Letter (Cont.)

individually.  Just come and do it – no pre-registration is required.  We 
encourage members to come out and compete and/
or cheer-on the competitors.  The LLPOA awards 
1st, 2nd and 3rd place medals to the winners and the 
winners are featured in the newsletter.

The work side of the LLPOA goes on throughout 
the year even while everyone is out having 
weekend fun.  We thank Linda Szymanski our AIS 
inspection coordinator for organizing our member 
volunteers and County AIS boat inspectors 
throughout the summer and specifically on the big 
4th of July weekend.  

I want to thank all the people who have given 
time and talent to making Lone Lake a 
wonderful place.  Our LLPOA runs completely 
on volunteers.  We can’t thank these volunteers 
enough.  It takes courage to do something 
you’ve never done before and join up with 
people you don’t know.  It also takes time – and 
for many of us, we’re at the cabin to relax and 
escape from weekday obligations.  So, let’s 
thank our neighbors who pitch in to keep Lone 
a great lake and community. 

Many of us are getting up in age, and we need 
some of the 40, 50 and 60 year-olds to step up 
and help out – whether it’s serving on the 

board, helping out at the public launch, keeping the outgoing-water 
culvert clear, writing stories for the newsletter or web site, taking 
water samples, or leading on improvements and service projects.  We 
need you.

A final note: On July 22 at 11 a.m. we will be holding our Annual 
Meeting and Potluck.The Annual Meeting is always a fun meeting 
with great food, information and a good way to meet with neighbors 
and to get lake association news. We hope to see you there! 

Finally, thank you for your LLPOA membership as all of us work 
together to enhance, protect and preserve the beauty of Lone Lake. 
We’ll see you on the lake! — Steve Frazier, LLPOA President.

Pics from the 2016 
Independence Day Boat 

Parade. Post your own from 
this year on our Facebook 
page @ LONE LAKE POA

STATS: 

Water level on 6/27: 1,264.16  
Water level on 6/14: 1,264.36 

Ordinary High Water Mark: 1,264.6 

Water Clarity on 6/27:: 21’6” 
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Inspectors examine 25 
watercraft at boat ramp, 
and one vehicle gets away

-- From Linda Syzmanski, AIS coordinator 

Thanks to everyone who volunteered for inspections 
on Memorial Day weekend.  The weather was cool 
and rainy, but that did not stop boats for entering or 
leaving the lake.  The team conducted 25 
inspections over two days.  We had 60% coverage 
over the weekend, far from our in-kind goal of 90% 
volunteer coverage.  The county picked up two of 
the open shifts on Saturday so in total we ended up 
with 80% coverage.  

Of the 25 inspections: 

• 17 were lake owners launching their watercraft for 
the summer;  

• 8 watercraft belonged to people visiting or fishing 
for the day or weekend.  Of these, the boaters 
reported that they were last in one of four local 
lakes: Cedar, Sugar, Ripple and Round.  Of these 
lakes, Round is known to have zebra mussels.  
Thanks go to Steve and Karen Frazier, who 
informed the individuals that a very thorough 
inspection would need to be conducted on their 
watercraft.  The individuals elected to leave and 
not be inspected.  Great save, Steve and Karen. 

 One other unusual event occurred over the 
weekend.  Late Monday afternoon, two individuals 
came to view the lake from the access.  Somehow, 
the small pickup they were driving was either left 
in neutral or the brakes failed.  The truck started 
rolling and went in the lake almost to the point of 
going completely underwater.  A tow truck was 
called and the truck was pulled from the lake 
about 3 hours later.  Unfortunately, we did not 
think to inspect the truck or ask what lake it was 
last in.  Hopefully it had been more than two 
weeks . Everyone was okay.  

Again, thanks to everyone for your time over 
Memorial Day weekend. 

Memorial Day weekend was made memorable for the 
owners of this small truck, which launched itself into the 
public access ramp unexpectedly. 

This year Maple Ridge Produce will also be 
hosting the Sustainable Farming Association's 
annual summer picnic. SFA would like to invite the 
Lone Lake Association members to join them for a 
potluck picnic extravaganza at Maple Ridge 
Produce on Saturday,  July 8th from 3-7 pm.

At this picnic you will be able to meet a variety of 
other local farmers in the area and see what they 
have to offer.  “It’ll be great to see you all there!”

For more information, contact Erik Heimark, 
Maple Ridge Produce at 
mapleridgeproduce@gmail.com or call 218-232-1303

Maple Ridge Produce Hosts Picnic July 8
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County grant helps Lone Lake residents 
stabilize and protect shore land 

In the June 10th workshop,Lone Lake participants learned how to use 
inexpensive, natural materials to prevent erosion and build back shoreline.

“The shoreland zone where you live is the lake’s first line of defense,” according to the Aitkin County 
Shoreland Homeowner’s Guide to Lake Stewardship.  A healthy shoreline helps to keep lake water clear 
and combats erosion caused by loss of natural vegetation, high water, waves and ice-action.  

In 2016 LLPOA received a $5,000 grant from the Aitkin County Soil and Water Conservation District to help 
residents stabilize and prevent shoreline erosion. Funds can be applied to land and shoreline assessments, 
planning, and plant or other material purchases.  The grant funded a shoreline workshop in June attended 
by 17 lake residents, and another workshop held last summer.  The lake association must provide 25% of 
project funding, which can be met through volunteer hours.  

One Lone Lake project has been started on the Burgmeier property.  In this situation, berms will be 
created to stabilize soil; willow wattle will be made and installed in the lake; and, native, deep-rooted 
vegetation will be planted along the slopes and shoreline to filter run-off that comes across the property 
into the lake.  The Burgmeiers and others will match 25% of the grant with other related improvements 
and volunteer hours. Several other projects are being evaluated for summer completion. 

If you are interested in learning more about the shoreline protection initative, and feel your property can 
benefit from shoreline improvements, please contact Dave Scott at (218) 927-2967 or Jennifer O’Neill at 
(218) 839-6825. 

RESOURCES FOR 
NATIVE PLANTS 
https://
www.minnesotaw
ildflowers.info/ 

http://
www.dnr.state.m
n.us/eco/mcbs/
plant_lists.html 

http://
www.prairieresto.
com/
CategoryList.php
?cID=12 
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Shoreline protection tips shared at 
the workshop:

— Leave trees and snags that have fallen into the lake as is, unless 
they create a boating hazard.  Woody vegetation traps other materials 
that eventually build up the shoreline. And, importantly, it supports 
the fishery.  “Undeveloped lakeshores have lots of trees in shallow 
water around the shoreline and generally have more and larger fish 
and a more diverse and observable wildlife community,” states the 
MN DNR.

— Don’t pull up stumps near the shoreline.  It disrupts the ground 
and soil can quickly erode and wash into the lake.

— Aquatic plants in the lake will break choppy waves. If you have bull 
rushes or water lilies, maintain them.  You will have a quiet space.

— Reed Canary Grass is a shallow-rooted, non-native grass that 
prevents deep-rooted plants from getting established.  It should be 
removed using water-safe products, such as “Rodeo.”

— Anyone who has muskrat damage should plant Blue Flag Iris. 
Muskrats hate them and will leave your shoreline alone.

—The DNR should approve of any planting done IN the lake.  
Contact your local DNR office.  However, you may install willow 
wattle in the lake, near your shoreline, without their approval.

—If you have rock “rip-rap,” you can plant right into the spaces 
between the rocks.  You can even shove stems of willows and red-
osier dogwood right into the water, and they will grow.  The plants 
will help to stabilize the banks.

From Shelley Larson, Minnesota shoreline protection specialist: “Wild Blue Flag Iris are blooming 
like crazy in the roadside ditches right now in your area. If you would be interested in keeping track 
of big patches and collecting seed, they are very easy to grow from seed and you could produce large 
numbers of plants.  Bonus: If muskrats bother your shoreline, they are one of the best soil 
stabilizers/muskrat repellants to plant at the water’s edge behind the willow wattle. The seedpods 
turn brown and then split open – then the seeds are ready. All you need to do is throw them in a 
seed flat filled with garden soil and store it outside this winter. They will come up next spring. They 
won’t get very big the first year but still could be planted out on shorelines. They’ll be fine and 
protective of your shoreline, as the water level bounces up and down. “

This could be a real help to our water quality and they are beautiful, to boot!

(Above) Participants gathered and 
tied alder, willow and other woody 
plants into a long sausage-like 
willow waddle, which was staked 
into the water near the shore edge. 
(Below) Shelley Larson, shoreline 
protection consultant, points out 
the beneficial shoreline plants, 
such as sedges and blue flag irises.
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 Our mission is to enhance, protect and preserve the beauty of Lone Lake

2017 Program Calendar
The Lone Lake Property Owners Association invites you to take part in all of the 
activities planned for the summer of 2017.  The association is also seeking member 
participation to help with our programs, projects and teams.  Together we can preserve 
and protect our beautiful lake and also have fun as a lake community.  Listed below 
are the rest of this year’s events:

June 29-July 4th Independence Weekend Boat Inspections at Public Access

July 1st  Annual Boat Parade – Meet on Saturday, July 1st at 12:00 noon at the Public 
Access Bay for the parade of pontoons, runabouts and dock contests. – Post your Lot # on 
the front of your boat and/or dock.

July  4th  Lone Lake Triathlon – Tuesday, July 4th with a Starting Time at 8:30 am at 
the Swimming Beach.   No prior registration required and teams of 2 & 3 are 
welcome.

July 22nd Annual Picnic and Meeting – Saturday, July 22nd at 11:00 at the Preiner 
Storage Facility at 30353 Oak Avenue.  Look for the LLPOA Sign! 

Sept.  1-4th    Labor Day Weekend Boat Inspections at Public Access

Sept. 9th Fall Road Cleanup – Meet on Saturday, September 9th at 9AM for Coffee 
and Rolls at the Swimming Beach.

Visit our Website at www.lonelake.org or on  at Lone Lake POA - Contact us at 
lonelakepoa@gmail.com

NEWS BRIEFs are produced and distributed by the Lone Lake Property Owners 
Association for its members and friends.  Please visit our web site at www.lonelake.org 

or our Facebook page at Lone Lake POA.  
ADDRESS: LLPOA, PO Box 10, Aitkin, MN 56431

http://www.lonelake.org
mailto:lonelakepoa@gmail.com
http://www.lonelake.org
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2017 LLPOA MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Please fill out this form completely so that we can verify our records and include it with a $25 check, 
payable to the LLPOA.  The membership form and dues may be given to the membership volunteer, at 
the Annual Meeting or mailed to the LLPOA, P.O. Box 10, Aitkin, MN 56431.  Your check will serve 
as your receipt.  Dues run from January 1st to December 31st.  Thank you. 
✦ __ We have already confirmed and/or updated our contact information for the Lone Lake Roster 

Print Name(s)_____________________________________________Lot(s) ______ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________ State ____________Zip ___________  

Lake Address_____________________________________ Aitkin, MN 56431 

Home Phone______________ Lake Phone ______________ Cell  
Phone(s)______________ Email 
Address_______________________________________ 
__I am/ we are making an additional Tax Deductible Donation of ___________ to be used for the 
Aquatic Invasive Species Education, Prevention and Treatment Fund. 
__ I am/ we are willing to work a 3-hour shift at the Public Access to inspect for aquatic invasive 
species on___4th of July weekend, ____Labor Day weekend.   (We will contact you to pick a shift!) 
___I cannot do the inspection but am willing to donate $45 to hire someone to do my shift. 

I/we would like to get more involved in the LLPOA.  Please check areas of interest:  

 ___ Serve on LLPOA Board                           ___ Lake Mgmt Plan Team (5 hrs.) 
 ___ Water Quality Team (5 Hours)                          ___ Lake Monitoring Team (10 Hours)   

___Invasive Species Team (5 Hours)   ___ Water Surface Use Team (5 Hours)                               
___ Land Use & Zoning Team (5 Hours)  ___ Public Access Team (5 Hours)                             
___ Birdhouse Kit Team (3 Hours)   ___ Aquatic Vegetation Team (5 Hours) 
___ Culvert Monitoring  (5 Hours)        ___ Loon Nest Team (5 Hours)                                                                                     
___ Wildlife Management Team   (5 Hours)  ___ History Team (5 Hours) 

 ___ Short Term Special Project/Event (3 Hours) ___ Membership Drive Team (3 Hours) 
 ___ Boat Inspection (3 Hours)   ___ Fall Road Cleanup (2 Hours) 
 ___ Sing with the Lone Lake Singers (5 Hours) ___  Other_______________________ 


