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This year’s Spring Road Clean-Up event will be held Sunday, May 7 at noon at the Public Beach.  This is a 
change from our typical cleanup event day. 
 
On Sunday, May 7, LLPOA will distribute FREE native tree seedlings and shrubs to association members. 
We love trees! We’ll have white pines, balsams and red-osier dogwoods, which are beautiful, easy to grow and 
give great protection against erosion. Come to the public beach from noon to 2:00pm to get several trees for 
your property. 
 
 LLPOA is always looking for people who want to learn more about how to protect the lake from aquatic 
invasive species (AIS), such as Zebra mussels and milfoil. If you can help in our fight against invasive species 
(which creeps closer and closer to Lone Lake all the time) by being trained to be a volunteer inspector, we 
invite you to participate in an AIS training session that will be held at the Brainerd DNR office on Saturday, 
May 6 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Contact Keri Hull at 218-203-4357 or keri.hull@state.mn.us or one of your Lone 
Lake Property Owners Associate board members for more information.  There will not be a local training 
session this year. 
 
The DNR is asking the state legislature for modest increases in the licenses for the 2018 season (see below 
for more info).   If you agree that we need to raise the funding levels for the DNR, the LLPOA board 
encourages you to contact your State senator and/or representatives, who are now considering how to 
fund important DNR programs that make a difference to the fishery of Lone Lake.  Their decisions will be 
made very soon – so it is important that you take action within the next few days.  
 
Board member Marty Cook, who has chaired the LLPOA Fish & Wildlife committee, explains more below, and, 
at the end, includes a sample letter you can use to send to your representative.  Thank you! 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 What would you be willing to pay to keep Lone Lake and other fishing hotspots clean, pure and “fish-
friendly”?  How many times did you or members of your family go fishing and/or hunting last 
year?  What’s it worth to you?  
 
The DNR has proposed raising the annual resident fishing license fee from $22 to $25 and the resident 
deer hunting license from $30 to $34. An annual state park permit would rise from $25 to $30 per car, 
while a day pass would rise from $5 to $6. Fees for boats, snowmobiles and ATVs are also targeted for 
increases.  The fishing license increase would amount to less than the cost of a scoop of minnows 
from your local bait store.  Divide that $3 cost increase by the number of times you went fishing last 
year….that’s what they’re asking us to contribute each time you go fishing.  Is it worth it to you?  The 
last time Minnesota raised these user fees was in 2013. The proposed increases would take effect in 
the 2018 licensing season and will avoid layoffs within the DNR (including 29-40 within the Fisheries 
Division), reduced lake access maintenance and other non-fishing related cuts.  But the legislature has 
to act on it before the current session end which is scheduled for May 22.  To date, no action has been 
taken by the legislature and it appears that representatives are reluctant to increase fees.  Even though 
numerous groups have supported the increase, Minnesota legislators have so far not included these 
increases in bills before both the House and Senate.   So your input is important and there’s still time 
to influence the outcome.  
 



To bring it a little closer to home, our local DNR representatives have been working on a new Walleye 
stocking program specifically for Lone Lake.  That new program was signed off in March and will 
include a significant change to the Walleye stocking program and the followup surveys for Lone Lake 
over the next 5-6 years.  It took a lot of study and evaluation of previous years data survey results. 
We’ll be sharing the new plan in more detail in our upcoming newsletters, so watch for that.  The short 
version of the plan calls for stocking approximately 74,000 Walleye fry (newly hatched fish about 1/3” 
long) in 2017 and 2018, 2,800 Walleye fingerlings (3’-8” long) in 2019, 74,000 fry in 2020 and 2021 along 
with another 2,800 fingerlings in 2022.  In addition, the local DNR will be taking added steps to survey 
results over the period.  More details on the plan will be included in the next Lone Lake Newsletter, so 
watch for it. 
 
Hopefully, you can see how active our local DNR Fisheries team is to improving the fishery on Lone 
Lake.  If you agree, then contact Dale Lueck with an email, letter or call to voice your support for the 
license increase and ask him to support it as well.  But do it soon, as time is ticking away.   Here is the 
contact information: 
If you’d like to contact Dale via his website:  www.votedalelueck10b.com (click on the contact button 
and enter your request in the box at the bottom of the website).  If you’d like to send Dale a letter, 
address it to Dale Luck, 423 State Office Building, 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther KING JR. Blvd., Saint Paul, 
MN. 55155.  
 
If you’d like to email Dale Directly, send your email to: rep.dale.lueck@house.mn.  If you'd like to call 
Dale’s office directly, his phone number is 651-296-2365.  If you live away from district 10, Dale Lueck’s 
district, please contact your local representative.  Look up his/her information on the internet by just 
entering his/her name in the search. 
 
Here’s a sample of what you might say to your representative: 
 
Hello (enter name of Representative here), 
  
I am (your name here) and I live in your district. 
  
I recently saw an article about the DNR’s request for an increase in licensing fees for the 2018 season and I 
know that it is up to our state representatives to decide whether or not to allow those increases.  It’s important 
to me that I let you know I am in favor of these increases. 
  
Our Lone Lake Property Owners Association in Aitkin has been working very closely with the DNR fishery folks 
in Aitkin over the past few years and they’ve been extremely responsive, helpful and active in our attempt to 
maintain our lake and improve its fishery.  So the last thing we need is cuts to their budget.   
  
The proposed increases don’t amount to much…it’s $3 for an annual fishing license.  That amounts to (give 
examples here of what a $3 increase equates to….for example, the cost of a loaf of bread, a gallon of 
gas, less than a scoop of minnows, etc.).  That isn’t much to have a quality DNR program on our lake. 
  
I hope you will support the DNR in its request to increase these fees. 
  
Thanks Dale for your care and support of our district. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
(your name here) 
 


