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NEWS BRIEF
Summer gives way to fall 
Finale on Lone Lake

Road 
Clean-Up:   

Saturday, Sept. 
14 @ 9 a.m. 

  

— Steve Frazier, LLPOA president

What a wonderful summer it has been on Lone Lake!  As we turn to our beautiful 
fall season, we look forward to the last events on our annual calendar.  

On Labor Day weekend, aquatic invasive species boat inspections occurred at the 
public access.  It’s typically a big weekend for lake residents to take in their boats 
and docks.  Throughout the season, continue to be vigilant and keep your eyes 
open for vegetation or Zebra mussels that have attached to your boat, dock and/or 
lifts.  If you spot something that looks suspicious, please notify Linda Szymanski 
at 612-600-4511 and she will get our AIS Team and DNR out to your site to 
examine the vegetation or aquatic species. 

A useful resource to identify native and non-native species is at the MN DNR 
website: For animals: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquaticanimals/
index.html; for plants: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquaticplants/
index.html; Our LLPOA site also contains information and photos about invasive 
plants https://www.lonelake.org/ais.

Our last member involvement event is the Fall Road Clean-up on Saturday, Sept. 
14 at the Public Beach starting at 9 a.m.  Grab a coffee and sweet -- compliments 
of Paulbeck’s County Market – and catch up on news with your Lone Lake 
neighbors.  We will divide into cleaning teams of four people each and take a 
group photo for the final News Brief of the year.  Special thanks to Bob Kosloski 
who will be setting-up the cleaning area markers and cleaning teams.  The board 
will meet later that day for their final meeting of the year to evaluate 2019 and to 
plan for 2020. 

 We also want you to know that two of our very active board members will be 
leaving our lake this September.  Jennifer O’Neill (Communications Director) and 
Marty Cook (Secretary) have sold their home and are moving further north to (Go 
to Pg 2)

EVERYONE IS 
WELCOME! Meet at the 
public beach.  Coffee 
and rolls are served & 
the clean-up is a snap 
with many hands 
helping.  No experience 
required! It hardly ever 
takes more than an hour 
to spiff up sections of 
County Road 81 and 28. 

HOT-OFF-PRESS 
FISHERIES REPORT  In 
June, Minn. DNR 
conducted surveys of 
Lone Lake fish 
populations in nine 
separate lake locations.  
Marty Cook, LLPOA Fish 
and Wildlife director, 
visited Rick Bruesewitz, 
Aitkin area DNR Fisheries 
supervisor, who provided 
us an advance copy of 
the findings, which will 
be finalized later in 2019. 

Please see the full report, 
plus a report about 
DNR’s stocking strategy 
and program, at our 
LLPOA website: https://
www.lonelake.org/
fishing-on-lone 

Happy fishing! 
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President’s Letter 
Leech Lake to be nearer to relatives.  Jennifer has been very active 
on the board doing our News Briefs and lots of the 
communications to members for the past 10 years and has done 
an incredible job.  She has also been very active in our lake shore 
restoration efforts to protect our lake.  Likewise, Marty has 
served twice as our association secretary and team leader of the 
Fish and Wildlife Team.  Thank you Jennifer and Marty for your 
years of great service and friendship to Lone Lake!

So, we need several people on the lake to 
step up to be on the board to fill the secretary and 
an open director position.  These are important 
positions to the life of our lake association. I am 
happy to report that Beth-Anne Rowe has offered 
to take over the communications director 
position, and I expect her to be appointed at our 
next board meeting. That leaves open her director 
position. The secretary is a board officer who 
writes board minutes and archives association 
documents. This responsibility usually consumes 
less than two hours per month during the summer 
season. If you are interested in exploring one of 
these positions, please contact Steve Frazier at sfrazier@usjet.net.  

Our Lone Lake Management Plan is being updated.  As you recall 
LLPOA held a special Future of Lone Lake Planning meeting on May 4, 
2019 to update our Lake Management Plan for 2020-2025.  The plan 
outlines goals for our lake for the next five years and is accomplished 
through action teams working in the areas of Water Quality, AIS, 
Planning and Zoning, Fish and Wildlife and Water Surface Use.  We hope 
to have our Lake Management Plan up on our website (www.lonelake.org) 
by the end of the year.  We will also be featuring each of the action team’s 
goals in each of next year’s News Briefs.

Finally, thank you for your support and membership in our lake 
association.  Things are changing on our lake and we need your 
involvement and ideas to preserve Lone Lake for future generations.  Let 
us know if you have suggestions on how the LLPOA can be most 
effective in planning 2020.  —Steve Frazier, LLPOA president 

LOONS LEAVING SOON 

In September, Minnesota's 
adult loons travel to their 
winter home along the 
Atlantic coast from North 
Carolina south to Florida, or 
on the Gulf of Mexico. 
Young loons are still on the 
lake, gathering size and 
strength to make their solo 
trips.  Watch out and give 
them plenty of room as they 
practice their take-offs and 
flight.  Because their bodies 
are heavy relative to their 
wing size, loons need a 100- 
to 600-foot "runway" in 
order to take off from a lake. 
Once aloft, they can fly more 
than 75 miles per hour. For 
more: Spirit of the North: 
Common Loon 

Give a welcome to 
Zint Kics, our newest 
board member.

DID YOU KNOW? You can find fascinating information about Lone Lake on the DNR web site Lone Lake LakeFinder, 
including fish, aquatic plant surveys, information about water clarity and depth, and more.  Stay informed!
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Ask Dr. Loon…
In our quest to maintain (and raise) the quality of water and life on Lone Lake, we 
are asking for common questions and concerns along the shores and in our waters. 
Please ask your pertinent question to lonelakepoa@gmail.com. Dr. Loon will 
respond in an upcoming newsletter.

Dear Dr. Loon, 
Yesterday we enjoyed a leisurely boat cruise around Lone Lake. We saw many 
properties with green grass right down to water’s edge and many others with high 
grass, trees, and other plants along the shoreline.  For the health of our lake, does 
the lakeshore make any difference?  
Signed, 
Mow or not?  

Dear Mow or not, 
Glad you could enjoy a boat cruise. You are correct, some people like a pristinely 
cut lawn to the shore. Others like the natural look. What we all have in common 
(like me, the common loon), is our love and concern for the best lake quality for us 
and those to come.  It is best to keep a 5-10 foot natural growing area near the 
shore of the lake. This acts as a filter as water and soil runs off and will keep the 
lake cleaner for all of us.

If fertilizing, NEVER use any phosphorus near the lake. NEVER EVER! 
(Minnesota fertilizer sales do not contain phosphorus as per MN law.) Lone Lake 
has had very deep Secchi disc readings (indicating the water is VERY clear) for 
many years but the trend is moving to less clear water (or shallower Secchi disk 
readings). Loon use their eyes to find and catch their food so we (the loons) 
appreciate and NEED the clear water, as do property owners. 

Hints and Tips To 
Create a Loon-

Friendly Shoreline

Refer to these excellent 
resources to learn why to 
leave a natural buffer zone 
between your lawn and the 
lake, and how to do it.  

Minimizing Runoff 

Maintaining waterfront turf 

Aitkin Co Shoreline Guide 

LLPOA Lake Management: Team Reports 
Planning and Zoning Team:  At our August Board Meeting, the LLPOA board became aware of members’ interest and 
concerns about vacation home rentals on Lone Lake.   

David Wilke visited the Aitkin County Planning and Zoning department and learned that the county requires a VRBO 
Interim Use Permit in Ordinance Section 17,  entitled Vacation/Private Home Rentals.  Wilke also found out that the 
permitting process is very specific and complete.  It requires inspections of sewers, the well, floor plans, water quality, 
the site, garbage disposal, egress windows and door sizes, pet policies, among others.  The permit is for a conditional 
use and good for five years upon its granting at a public hearing of the Planning Board.  Upon further checking no 
properties on Lone Lake hold a valid vacation home rental permit and such permits cost about $695.  If you have 
further questions or concerns please go online to Aitkin County Ordinance 17 and/or contact David Wilke at 
cawilke@embarqmail.com for additional information.  

Do you have a question? Write to lonelakepoa.org and the response may be published in an upcoming News Brief.  

https://extension.umn.edu/shoreland-property-owners/minimizing-runoff-shoreland-property
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2019 Annual Meeting’s Recipe for A Good Time

LLPOA 2019 annual
meeting favorite

Corn Casserole  -  from Hayley Hanson 

Please note....adjustments can always be made......add or subtract as desired!

2 cans DelMonte Sea Salt creamed corn

2 cans DelMonte Sea Salt corn (do NOT drain)

1/2-3/4 package angel hair pasta-break into pieces

   (You can cook al dente , then drain corn if you choose)

1/4 cup real butter

1-2 tsp. Onion or onion powder

1/2-1 tsp. Garlic or garlic powder

1/4 tsp black pepper

6 oz Philadelphia cream cheese

1/2-3/4 cup real sour cream

2 cup sharp shredded cheddar cheese

                            
 (reserve some for topping)

Topping
1.5-2 cup crushed cornflakes

3 tbsp melted butter

Mix together all ingredients except topping and some extra cheese

Bake at 350 until bubbly.  Stir frequently.  Add a little water, IF/as needed to keep pasta 

and corn from drying out.  (If too liquidy, toss in some more uncooked pasta and stir well.)

Sprinkle leftover cheese and cornflake/butter mix as topping and broil 1-2 minutes.

Food, Families and Loons!

President Steve Frazier Fish & Wildlife OPEN

Secretary OPEN Social Media Bev Napurski

Treasurer Karen Frazier Director Beth-Anne Rowe

Comm. Director OPEN Director Maureen Sanford

Water Quality Dave Scott Director Zint Kics

Plan & Zoning Dave Wilke AIS Linda Szymanski

Current 
LLPOA Board 
of Directors 

  
2019-2020 

ENJOY more photos on our great 
website at LoneLake.org, or on 
Facebook; Search Lone Lake POA 

mailto:lonelakepoa@gmail.com
http://LoneLake.org
http://LoneLake.org
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Reprinted with permission from the Aitkin Independent Age newspaper

Caring about county waters 

by Jeanne Schram Sep 6, 2019  

Individuals and lake associations take action to protect the 
waters for future generations  

Walt and Dianne Weisser saw firsthand how devastating aquatic invasive species can 
be to lakeshore property.  
During their years living at Lake Minnetonka, they saw the expansion of Eurasian water 
milfoil, for example. It got to the point on Minnetonka that harvesters were taking out 
milfoil and removing it, according to the couple.  
In 1989, Walt and Dianne bought property on Lone Lake in Aitkin County. After the 
couple retired in 1994, they built a house at Lone Lake where they moved to in 1995. 
Wanting to leave their lake the way they found it for their descendants, they took action.  
Walt had been a member of the Minnesota Lakes Association, but when he moved to 
Aitkin County, he found the county lakes association had been inactive for about five 
years. He partnered with Steve Hughes, district manager of the Aitkin County Soil and 
Water Conservation District (SWCD) and Paula West, former director of the Minnesota 
Lakes Association to gather interest in renewing the county lakes association. That was 
the beginning of the Aitkin County Lakes and Rivers Association (ACLARA) in 2005. 
Walt served as treasurer of ACLARA. He was also president for 12 years of the Lone 
Lake Property Owners Association and Dianne was the secretary.  
“People on our lake didn’t even know about Eurasian watermilfoil,” Walt said. “We have 
been trying to maintain this jewel of a lake that ranks high in water quality.”  
“Aitkin County receives the eighth most state funding based on the number of lakes 
with accesses in the county,” Walt said. There are more than 300 lakes in Aitkin County.  
Not only did Walt work to educate the public about invasive species through ACLARA, 
but the couple helped set up training by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) of 
citizen volunteers to perform boat inspections. The Weissers and other volunteers spent 
three-hour shifts many summer weekends at boat landings until two years ago, 

mailto:lonelakepoa@gmail.com
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Caring About County Waters - continued

when they turned over inspections to Aitkin County.  
Taking Action  
“We have learned not to fertilize near the water and to leave vegetation on the shores,” 
said Dianne.  
Near the Lone Lake swimming beach, a group of Lone Lake property owners, with help 
from the Aitkin County Soil and Water Conservation District, built a rain garden to stop 
road erosion going directly into the lake. Some residents at Lone Lake have planted 
willow wattle at the shoreline because it survives wave action. Willow wattle is a natural 
log made out of willow branches. The logs are staked in front of a damaged shoreline. 
The log will break up the wave action as it hits the shore, thus preventing more damage.  
If the shoreline is undercut and it breaks away, it will fall behind the willow wattle where it 
will catch the bulk of the erosion. This keeps the shore from washing away. The other 
thing willow wattle does is to catch natural debris that washes to the shore. The waves 
will wash it over the log but the undertow back out does not lift the debris back over the 
log. This debris will naturally build new soil along shorelines as it composts.  
ACLARA  
ACLARA represents 20 lake associations in Aitkin County. The current president is Pat 
Murphy, who previously served as the Long Lake Association representative for seven 
years.  
The goals of ACLARA are to protect, preserve and improve the waters and shorelands of 
Aitkin County, enhancing aesthetic, economic and recreational values; serve as a voice 
of the membership to governmental bodies and agencies; inform and educate citizens in 
becoming more effective stewards of the water resources; connect and communicate 
with individual lake and river associations and with coalitions in Minnesota; support 
safety and courtesy in the use of county waters and shorelands and support compliance 
with all applicable rules and regulations.

ACLARA is available to help organize new lake/river associations in the county since not 
all lakes and rivers are represented.  
“There’s a big benefit to having a lake association,” said Walt. “For example, once an 
association is formed, it has the opportunity of having the county participate in boat 
inspections.”  
Meetings are held in the Aitkin Public Library at 9:30 a.m. the second Saturday of the 
months, April through October. Annual dues are $25 for one representative and one or 
two alternates from the member associations. Individuals not belonging to a lake 
association may also join at the annual dues rate. The meetings are a time for members 
to discuss their association’s issues and share ideas on lake and river management, 
water quality and conservation matters that impact the waters.  
Those interested in getting more information on or forming a new lake association may 
contact Murphy at 218-549-3175.  
“Who doesn’t want to keep lakes, rivers and shorelands healthy for future generations?” 
Walt posed.  

mailto:lonelakepoa@gmail.com
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Caring About County Waters - continued

As always, stopping the spread of invasive species to other lakes and rivers protects 
habitat for native species such as sunfish and crappies. Overall lake and river health is 
better without invasive species. Healthy lakes and rivers benefit fish, wildlife and 
people. Remember, “Clean, Drain, Dry and Dispose.”  

mailto:lonelakepoa@gmail.com
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